[image: \\setrust.local\SetrustDocs\UserDocsC\Caroline.Degans\Desktop\E Sigs\SEHSCT_logo_small.jpg]

Information Governance
  

4 August 2025			                                 Our Ref: FOI 1271
		
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear 

Freedom of Information Act 2000 
Information in Relation to Waiting List Deaths

I am writing to confirm that the South Eastern Health & Social Care Trust (the Trust) has now completed its search for information relating to the above, which you requested on 7 July 2025.  

A response to the questions you have raised has been provided by the Planning Performance and Informatics Directorate and is attached in Appendix A.

If you are unhappy as to how this request has been handled, you have the right to seek a review within the Trust in the first instance.  You should write to the Information Governance Department, Lough House, Ards Community Hospital (informationgovernance@setrust.hscni.net) within two months of the date of this response and your complaint will be considered and a response provided, within 20 working days of receipt.

If, after receiving a response, you remain unhappy, you can refer your complaint to the Information Commissioner at The Information Commissioner’s Office –Northern Ireland, 3rd Floor, 14 Cromac Place, Belfast, BT7 2JB. It is important to note that if you refer any matter to the Information Commissioner, you will need to show evidence of having gone through the Trust’s internal review procedure to try to resolve the matter with the Trust in the first instance.

If you have any queries about this letter, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future communications.

Yours sincerely
[image: ]
______________________________
Olivia Robinson 
Information Governance Officer








Lough House, Church Street, Newtownards, BT23 4AS
Tel: 028 91512210 Email: informationgovernance@setrust.hscni.net   
Reference: 1271							  Appendix A

Q1.	How many people died while on a health service waiting list in your trust area in the 2024/25 year. If possible, provide comparison figures for the previous two years.

A1.	Please see Table 1 below for the figures of how many people were removed from Inpatient, Day Case, or Outpatient waiting lists in the Trust with a recorded removal reason being patient deceased in 2024/2025 alongside comparison figures from 2023/2024 and 2024/2025.

	Table 1

	Year
	Inpatient
	Day Case
	Outpatient

	2022/2023
	43
	205
	3458

	2023/2024
	37
	288
	2979

	2024/2025
	44
	330
	3000



Please note that with regard to the figures listed in Table 1 above: 
· Unique patients are counted only once for each category in which they had a wait.
· Waiting list removals will count those waiting for consultant led, nurse led, Allied Health Professionals (AHP) led services, and any other waits for a visit or admission in the Trust’s hospitals or in the community.
· These figures do not indicate that the patients died as a result of being on a waiting list.
	
Q2.	If possible to state, how many of the above deaths were patients on a waiting list for (1) 1 year and over (2) 3 years and over (3) five years and over (4) 10 years and over.

A2.	Please see Table 2 below for the figures of how many of the above deaths were patients on a waiting list for (1) 1 year and over, (2) 3 years and over, (3) five years and over and (4) 10 years and over.














	Table 2

	 
	
	Years waiting

	 
	
	1 year and over
	3 years and over
	5 years and over
	10 years and over

	22/23
	Inpatient
	10
	11
	7
	0

	
	Day Case
	45
	18
	<5
	0

	
	Outpatient
	1385
	622
	429
	301

	23/24
	Inpatient
	16
	<5
	6
	0

	
	Day Case
	129
	45
	18
	0

	
	Outpatient
	2241
	703
	461
	186

	24/25
	Inpatient
	19
	<5
	15
	0

	
	Day Case
	200
	28
	16
	0

	
	Outpatient
	2639
	528
	341
	1



* Where numbers in individual cells are 1-4, in line with Trust policy, it is given as <5, to reduce any risk of identification of individual patients.

Please note that with regard to the figures listed in Table 2 above:
· Patients who had a wait for each type will be reflected in each row they had a wait in. Patients may have multiple waits of varying length. They will be counted in each category once for these respective waits. The total number of waits within each category is a distinct count of unique patients.
· Waiting list removals will count those waiting for consultant led, nurse led, AHP led services, and any other waits for a visit or admission in the Trust’s hospitals or in the community.
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