
 
 

 
Information Governance 

 
 
 
 
03 August 2023      Our Ref: RFI 52067 
 

       
Dear  

 
Freedom of Information Act 2000  
Information in Relation to Trust Scanning Machines 2019-2022 

 
I am writing to confirm that the South Eastern Health & Social Care Trust (the 
Trust) has now completed its search for information relating to the above which 
you requested on 06 July 2023. 
 
A response to each of the questions raised has been provided by the Surgery & 
Elective, Maternity and Paediatrics Directorate and is attached in Appendix A. 
 
The Trust considers that the information in relation to Point 2 – B is exempt from 
disclosure under section 43 (2) (Commercial Interests), of the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000.  
 
These is a qualified exemption and so a Public Interest Test was carried out to 
decide if the information should be released or not. Having weighed up the factors 
for and against release, it was decided to withhold this information because the 
disclosure of such information would, or would be likely to, prejudice the 
commercial interests of any person. 
 
As the sharing of the commercially sensitive information, which the Trust does not 
have consent to share, would or would likely prejudice the commercial interests of 
the companies involved, the Trust is therefore applying the Commercial Interests 
Exemption.  
 
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a 
Refusal Notice for Point 2 –B. 
 
If you are unhappy as to how this request has been handled, you have the right to 
seek a review within the Trust in the first instance.  You should write to the 
Information Governance Department, Lough House, Ards Community Hospital 
(informationgovernance@setrust.hscni.net) within two months of the date of this 
response and your complaint will be considered and a response provided, within 
20 working days of receipt. 
 
If, after receiving a response, you remain unhappy, you can refer your complaint to 
the Information Commissioner at The Information Commissioner’s Office –Northern 

mailto:informationgovernance@setrust.hscni.net


Ireland, 3rd Floor, 14 Cromac Place, Belfast, BT7 2JB. It is important to note that if 
you refer any matter to the Information Commissioner, you will need to show 
evidence of having gone through the Trust’s internal review procedure to try to 
resolve the matter with the Trust in the first instance. 
 
If you have any queries about this letter, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future 
communications. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
______________________________ 
Robyn Watterson 
Information Governance Officer



 

Lough House, Church Street, Newtownards, BT23 4AS 
Tel: 028 91512210 Email: informationgovernance@setrust.hscni.net    

 
RFI 52067         Appendix A 
 
Q1.  Please provide information relating to the questions below for the 

machine types and years listed,  
 
 Years: 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022 
 Machine Types: MRI Scanner, PET Scanner, CT Scanner, Linear 

Accelerator (LINAC) and Surgical Robots (both Versius and Da Vinci) 
 

1. For each year and for each machine type, how many units were 
owned and leased? (Please also provide dates for new 
machines that were either commissioned or decommissioned 
within a year) 

2. For each machine that was either owned and leased between 
2018-2022, please disclose  

o a) the date of purchase,  
o b) the capital value,  
o c) whether the machine was still in use at the end of 2022 

and if not, the date it was decommissioned.  
3. For each year and for each machine type, please provide details 

of the number of times they were used.  
4. For each year and for each machine type, please provide details 

on their availability for use by number of 
scans/treatments/operations/procedures (apply when relevant) 

 
A1. Please see table below.  
 
 Please note point 3 and 4 have been answered under ‘total exams’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Hospital Site System Number 
of Units 

Date of 
Install 

Owned/Leased Total 
Exams 
2019 

Total 
Exams 
2020 

Total 
Exams 
2021 

Total 
Exams 
2022 

Ulster MRI1 Siemens 
Aera 

1 March 
2013 

Owned 
 

7,905 6,458 8,471 7,125 

Ulster MRI2 Siemens 
Sola 

1 April 2019 Owned 
 

5,006 5,729 7,685 6,795 

Ulster Acute 
Services 
Block 

MRI3 Siemens 
Vida T 

1 June 2021 Owned 
 

- - 87 569 

Ulster CT1 Philips Iqon 1 April 2017 Owned 
 

15,212 15,154 16,259 17,377 

Ulster CT2 GE 
Cardiographe 

1 January 
2018 

Owned 3,059 3,053 4,073 3,364 
 

Ulster CT3 Philips 
Brilliance 

1 May 2015 Owned 
 

4,672 6,974 7,892 4,808 

Ulster Acute 
Services 
Block 

CT1 ASB Philips 
Spectral 7500 

1 October 
2021 

Owned - - 392 204 

Ulster Acute 
Services 
Block 

CT2 ASB Philips 
Iqon 

1 September 
2021 

Owned 
 

- - 179 5,151 

Lagan Valley 
Hospital 

Philips Ingenuity 
Core CT 

1 November 
2018 

Owned 5,402 5,907 6,753 6,521 

Downe 
Hospital 

Mobile CT scanner 1 17 January 
2022 

Leased1     

                                                
1 Leased from 17.1.22 – 22.4.22 until new system was installed and operational:   Jan 196 patients, Feb 438 patients, March 481 patients & April 293 patients 
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Downe 
Hospital 

Philips Brilliance 
64 

0 June 
20092 

Owned 5,751 4,600 5,536 
 

 

Downe 
Hospital 

Philips Iqon 
Spectral CT 

1 March 
2022 

Owned - - - 5,751 

 
 

 

                                                
2 Decommissioned 2022 


