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Freedom of Information Act 2000  
Information in Relation to Respiratory Diagnostic Equipment 
 
I am writing to confirm that the South Eastern Health & Social Care Trust (the 
Trust) has now completed its search for information relating to above which you 
requested on 17 May 2024. Please accept my apologies for the delay in 
responding to your request. Thank you for your understanding and forbearance. 
 
A response to each of the questions raised has been provided by Surgery & 
Elective, Maternity & Paediatric Services Directorate and is attached in Appendix 
A. 
 
If you are unhappy as to how this request has been handled, you have the right to 
seek a review within the Trust in the first instance.  You should write to the 
Information Governance Department, Lough House, Ards Community Hospital 
(informationgovernance@setrust.hscni.net) within two months of the date of this 
response and your complaint will be considered and a response provided, within 
20 working days of receipt. 
 
If, after receiving a response, you remain unhappy, you can refer your complaint to 
the Information Commissioner at The Information Commissioner’s Office –Northern 
Ireland, 3rd Floor, 14 Cromac Place, Belfast, BT7 2JB. It is important to note that if 
you refer any matter to the Information Commissioner, you will need to show 
evidence of having gone through the Trust’s internal review procedure to try to 
resolve the matter with the Trust in the first instance. 
 
If you have any queries about this letter, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future 
communications. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
______________________________ 
Rebecca Manning 
Information Governance Officer 
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RFI 58637        Appendix A 
 
 Could you please provide me with some information on what 

Respiratory Diagnostic Equipment (PFT,CPET, Spirometers, FeNo and 
so on) are currently in use across all the Hospitals and clinics within 
you NHS Trust. 

 
I am particularly interested in the equipment in the following 
departments or similar departments: 

 

 Cardio Respiratory 

 Pulmonary Function 

 Cystic Fibrosis 

 Outpatients 

 Paediatrics 

 Chest Clinic 

 Respiratory 

 Occupational Health 

 Primary Care 

 Preoperative Assessment 

 Anaesthetics 
 

I would like to know the following please: 
 
Q1.  The number of current devices in use? 
 
A1a. Within the Trust Paediatric Service, only, there are two devices in use. 
  
A1b. In regards to the remaining Trust Services which use the above listed 

devices, the information requested is not held on a central information 
system. To obtain this information would require a manual review of 
different systems across multiple services within the Trust. 

 
This would exceed the ‘Appropriate Limit’ as defined by the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000. The Trust therefore exempts the release of this 
information under Section 12(1). 

 
12.-(1) Section 1(1) does not oblige a public authority to comply with a 
request for information if the authority estimates that the cost of complying 
with the request would exceed the appropriate limit. 

 
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000 this statement acts 
as a Refusal Notice in regards to question 1, excluding data in relation to 
the Trusts Paediatric Service. 
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Q2.  Manufacturer and type of device?  
 
A2. Please see Table 1 for the manufacturer and type of device. 
 
 Table 1 

Manufacturer Type of Device 

NIOX DeNO 

CareFusion MicroLab Spirometer 

 
Q3.  Which hospitals and departments are they in? 
 
A3. The devices used within the Paediatric Service are based at the Ulster 

Hospital. 
 
Q4. Date of Installation? 
 
Q5.  Which disposable bacterial/viral filter is being used for lung function 

testing?  
 
A4,5. In regards to questions 4 & 5 please see Table 2 for the date of installation 

and the disposable filters being used for lung function testing. 
 
 Table 2 

Manufacturer 
Date of 

Installation 
Disposable Filters 

NIOX 2022 12-1810-NH NIOX VERO Test Kit 

CareFusion MicroLab 2017 
28501 Pulmonary Function Bacterial 

Viral Filter 

 
 
  


