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// and Social Care Trust

Information Governance

4 July 2024 Our Ref: RFI 58890

Freedom of Information Act 2000
Information in Relation to Medication Treatments

| am writing to confirm that the South Eastern Health & Social Care Trust (the
Trust) has now completed its search for information relating to above which you
requested on 29 May 2024. Please accept my apologies for the delay in
responding to your request. Thank you for your understanding and forbearance.

A response to each of the questions raised has been provided by the Surgery &
Elective, Maternity & Paediatric Services Directorate and is attached in Appendix
A.

If you are unhappy as to how this request has been handled, you have the right to
seek a review within the Trust in the first instance. You should write to the
Information Governance Department, Lough House, Ards Community Hospital
(informationgovernance@setrust.hscni.net) within two months of the date of this
response and your complaint will be considered and a response provided, within
20 working days of receipt.

If, after receiving a response, you remain unhappy, you can refer your complaint to
the Information Commissioner at The Information Commissioner’s Office —Northern
Ireland, 3rd Floor, 14 Cromac Place, Belfast, BT7 2JB. It is important to note that if
you refer any matter to the Information Commissioner, you will need to show
evidence of having gone through the Trust’s internal review procedure to try to
resolve the matter with the Trust in the first instance.

If you have any queries about this letter, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future
communications.

Yours sincerely

Rebecca Manning
Information Governance Officer


mailto:informationgovernance@setrust.hscni.net

How many patients has your trust treated in the past six months (for
any disease) with the following drugs listed in table 1?

Please see Table 1 for the number of patients treated, from 01/05/2023 to
31/10/2023, with the listed medications.

Please note the Trust can only provide figures up to 31/10/2023 due to
migrating to the new Encompass system.

Table 1
Treatment No. of Patients Treated
Aubagio (teriflunomide) Nil*
Avonex (interferon beta-1a) 10**
Betaferon (interferon beta-1b) 2%*
Brabio (glatiramer acetate) Nil
Copaxone (glatiramer acetate) 22**
Extavia (beta interferon-1b) Nil
Gilenya (fingolimod) Nil*
Kesimpta (ofatumumab) Nil*
Lemtrada (alemtuzumab) Nil*
Mavenclad (cladribine) Nil*
Mayzent (siponimod) Nil*
Ocrevus (ocrelizumab) 56
Plegridy (peginterferon beta-1a) 8**
Ponvory (ponesimod) Nil*
Rebif (beta interferon-1a) 5**
Tecfidera (dimethyl fumarate) Nil*
Tysabri (natalizumab) 54
Tysabri (natalizumab) Pre-filled syringes only 4
Vumerity (diroximel fumarate) Nil*
Zeposia (ozanimod) Nil*

* Due to regional funding arrangements, these Trust Patients are receiving
supplies of these medicines via the Belfast Health & Social Care Trust
(Belfast Trust) Pharmacy and the Trust does not hold the information for
patients treated by the Belfast Trust pharmacy.

**A small number of Trust patients receive these medicines from the Trust
pharmacy, as provided in Table 1. However, due to regional funding
arrangements, there are also a number of other Trust Patients who receive
these medicines via the Belfast Trust Pharmacy. As above, the Trust does
not hold this data.
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Q2.

A2.

Q3.

Q4.

A3&A4.

How many patients has you trust treated with Rituximab for MS
(Multiple Sclerosis) in the past six months?

The Trusts electronic prescribing system does not capture this level of
detail, however the Trust Pharmacy team are not aware of Rituzimab being
used for this indication.

How many patients within your trust have a diagnosis of MS (Multiple
Sclerosis)?

Of the patients with a diagnosis of Multiple Sclerosis, how many
patients have a diagnosis of:

Condition Patient Number

RRMS - Relapse Remitting Multiple Sclerosis

PPMS — Primary Progressive Multiple Sclerosis

SPMS - Secondary Progressive Multiple Sclerosis

In regards to questions 3 and 4, the Trust is unable to provide the number of
patients specifically with a diagnosis of Multiple Sclerosis (MS). Patients
with MS are treated and managed by the Neurology service, this includes
various Neurology categories and is not broken down by the individual
categories.
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